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CHINESE NEW YEAR 2015 — YEAR OF THE GOAT 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.04 pm]: It is 
a pleasure to inform the house that Chinese New Year festivities to welcome in the year of the goat have once 
again lit up Perth’s skies and filled many streets and venues with celebrating crowds. Several Chinese or 
Lunar New Year celebrations were held in Perth around the start of the new year, which began on Thursday, 
19 February. The festival is enjoyed by culturally and linguistically diverse communities, as well as increasing 
numbers from the wider community, and is now firmly established as a major event on Western Australia’s 
community calendar. As in previous years, one of the highlights of the new year was the annual Perth Chinese 
New Year Fair, which was organised by the Chung Wah Association and held in Northbridge on Sunday, 
22 February. This hugely popular free community event is now in its fourth year and attracts around 
30 000 people throughout the day. I am proud to bring to the attention of the house that this festival has been 
sponsored by the state government in each of its four years, through grants from the Office of Multicultural 
Interests. This year, Chung Wah received $20 000 through the Office of Multicultural Interests’ major 
community celebrations sponsorships, which are part of its community grants program. 

Another key community festival, the Vietnamese New Year—or Tet—Festival, also received $20 000 through 
the same Office of Multicultural Interests’ grants program. The Tet New Year celebrations, held on Friday, 
20 February and Saturday, 21 February at Wanneroo Showgrounds, once again drew record crowds of more than 
10 000 people keen to welcome in the new year. I was privileged to attend both these events as the Premier’s 
representative and was pleased to see many other members of the house enjoying the festivities. Government 
representatives also attended other year of the goat celebrations, including the Vietnamese traditional—lunar—
new year celebration held by the Consulate General of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in Perth earlier this 
month. More events are still to come, including the Chinese New Year celebration at Kingsway City shopping 
centre, and the Singapore Western Australia Network Chinese New Year celebration, both of which will take 
place tomorrow, Thursday, 26 February. The Association of Malaysians in Western Australia’s Commemoration 
of Chinese New Year will also take place on Saturday. 

Perth has been a focus for new year celebrations over the last few weeks. Events have included lion dancing in 
shopping centres around the metropolitan area, Chinese New Year banquets in Chinese restaurants across the 
metropolitan area, and the popular Chinese feature films at Northbridge Piazza. I take this opportunity to wish all 
members of the house a happy new year, and I hope that the year of the goat will bring all members good health 
and prosperity! 
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